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I. M. Sechenov,
From ih$ portrait by I. E. Repin

chenov (1829-1905), alsoreceiv-
ed recognition abroad before
it was accorded him at home.
Seehenov too was not a mem-
ber of the Imperial Academy
of Sciences. In his works in
physiology Sechenov held the
materialistic point of view. He
was the first to propound the
theory that human, psychic
activity was governed by
physiological laws.,His famous
work EeHexes of the Brain
(1863) became an" object of
persecution by the tsarist au-
thorities and the Orthodox
church who realized the revo-
lutionizing significance of
Sechenov's ideas.

The famous Russian bota-
nist K. A. Timiryazev (1843-
1920), was a consistent mate-
rialist and revolutionary in
science and in, life. His discovery of the role of chlorophyl in the
process of the plant imbibition of carbon dioxide from the air and
other works on plant physiology brought him recognition abroad.
An eminent follower and advocate of the theory of Darwin, K. A. Ti-
miryazev fought ruthlessly against idealism in science. He was a
revolutionary-democrat, a fact which led to the tsarist government
depriving him of his Chair at the Petrovsky Agricultural Academy,
which now bears his name. Timiryazev devoted much time to
the practical problems of agriculture. Despite the fame that
Timiryazev enjoyed abroad, he too was not a member of the Im-
perial Academy of Sciences. He lived to see the victory of the
Great October Socialist Devolution and supported the proletarian
dictatorship. Timiryazev was a member of the Communist Academy.
The founder of modern evolutionary palaeontology, the geologist
V. O. Kovalevsky, was also a materialist and a Darwinist. He was
the author of classic research into the origin of the modern horse from
its fossile forebears.

The famous Bussian explorer, N. N. Miklucho-Maclay spent more
than ten years on New Guinea and other islands of Polynesia (from
1871 to 1883). An adherent of Darwinism, Miklucho-Maclay ?s anthro-
pological researches on the Papuans or the Melanesians, disproved
the fexisteuce of higher and lower races. Miklucho-Maclay did his